Some Escherichia coli strains are positive in the Sereny test (9) for invasiveness and cause a shigellosis-like illness in humans (both children and adults) (14) . Such E. coli strains have been described as belonging to at least the following 10 antigenic 0 groups: 028ac, 029, 0112ac, 0124, 0136, 0143, 0144, 0152, 0164, and 0167 (2, 11, 12, 14) .
In this report, we describe 10 strains of E. coli serotype 0121:NM which were positive in the Sereny test. The strains were isolated in 10 sporadic cases of diarrheal disease among travellers returning to Tokyo, Japan, from abroad and are listed in Table 1 . Table 2 shows the biochemical reactions of the 10 strains. The reactions were carried out at 37°C with the media, reagents, and techniques recommended by Ewing (1) .
In preliminary slide agglutination tests with E. coli 0 antisera 01 to 0170, heated suspensions of strains were significantly agglutinated only by the 0121 antiserum. When various serial dilutions of antiserum for E. coli 0121 (standard strain W39) were used, the heated suspensions (100°C, 1 h) of 10 strains were agglutinated at the titer of the antiserum (1:2,560). Similarly, the heated suspension (100°C, 1 h) of E. coli 0121 (W39) was agglutinated at the titer of the (7) . Analysis of the plasmid content of these strains (5) showed that they contained a high-molecular-mass plasmid of 120 to 140 MDa which has been associated with invasiveness (4) and that they were positive in an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (6, 8) for detection of the virulence plasmid-encoded proteins of Shigella spp. and enteroinvasive E. coli (3).
Our findings show that E. coli strains belonging to sero-
